Non- Commercial
FM PROJECT
SCHEDULE

|. FIRST STEP: In order to determine exactly
what frequencies are availablein your area we
must run a Frequency Search. This search will
andyzethe non-commercia educationa FM frequen-
cies, and tell uswhich ones are available for your use,
and at what power of transmission. The search will be
vdid over a30 mileradiusfrom the point of origin you
give us (city you wish to broadcagt from). This will
cover 2,827 square miles, and take gpproximatdly four
weeks to prepare.

ACCUMULATED TIME: Four Weeks

COST FOR FREQUENCY SEARCH $495
*additional fee of $100 for CN & MX border
states sometimesis applicable

I1. Oncewe hve analyzed the Frequency Search,
we will determine the best frequency for your
purpose.

[1l. Thenew frequency hasbeen found and must
now be applied for. To do this, you must filean Ap-
plication for Congruction Permit, which is a highly
detailed form describing you, and dl the engineering
work necessary to properly inform the Commission
about your plans of location, and operation. Thetime
it takes to complete the gpplication is determined by
how long it will take you to provide us with the infor-
mation we will request from you, gpproximately, two
weeks to two months.

THE COST FOR COMPLETING THISAPPLI-
CATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT:
NON-COMMERCIAL CHANNEL S $3,950

Sterling Communications, Inc. guarantees that the
FCC will accept your gpplication for filing. (The FCC
has very stringent guiddines which must be adhered
to, or else the gpplication will be refused.) Sterling
does not guarantee that the FCC will award you the
frequency. The FCC will baseitsaward smply onthe
merits of the individud gpplicant.

a) The FCC will acknowledge receipt of your
gpplication in 30 days. They will then take another 30
days to issue a public notice declaring your applica
tion "Accepted For Filing."

ACCUMULATED TIME: Sixteen weeks.

b) If no one dse files an Application for the
frequency, then you have no competition. You will
then be awarded the Construction Permit, and
recieve it in the mal in gpproximately three months.

Accumulated fees paid to Sterling:
NON-COMMERCIAL STATION $4,445

NOTE: Y ou now have 36 monthsto build your facili-
tiesincluding a tower with antenna, and a broadcast-
ing sudio. You can look at our "FM Equipment List"
for estimated cost involved in building a 3,000 Watt
FM Radio Station.

c) If someone ese applies for the frequency
and their application for Congruction Permit is "Ac-
cepted For Fling”, then you will have to continue
through several more steps in order for the FCC to
determine who the successful gpplicant will be.

NOTE: Asastandard rule of thumb, most Non-Com-
mercid Applications have zero to three competitors.

V. If you have competition from a Competing
Applicant, then one of you must prevail. This can be
accomplished in one of three ways, or a combination
of these three.



A) COMPARATIVE POINTS - Essen-
tidly, thisisaseries of points established by the FCC,
that compare al the applicants with each other. The
goplication requiredfor filing dlowsustoindicatethese
points for which you would be digible.

The Comparative Points are areplacement to the older
form of application review which required Compara-
tive Hearings. These Hearings actudly required the
applicant to appear before FCC judgesin acourt set-
ting with your atorney, competitors and their attor-
neys. The points system dlows the large amount of
time and great expense of the gpplicant to be reduced
dramaticdly compared to the old hearing system. The
points system aso has in place factors to determine
the smdlest details of the applications to minimize the
chance of ties amongst applicants.

There are to many stepsinvolved to list here, but the
processing of the application occurs as follows:

(1) From the time your Application is
"Accepted For Filing", it can take up to one year to
see the FCC compl ete processing.

(2) It can take up to an additiona nine
months beforethe FCC comesto an"Initia Decison”,
and then another forty-five days before the decision
becomes find if there are no exceptions brought be-
fore the FCC.

The mgor points are asfollows:

1) Egtablished Loca Applicant

2) Diversty of Ownership

3) Technica Parameters

A)Tie breskers which include the number of Existing

& Pending Authorizations.

B) MERGERS - Sometimes, competitorsdetermine
that it would be better to merge with the competition
and sttle for a percentage of ownership rather than
walt for the Points processing, especialy when apos-

shletie would result in a mandatory time sharing rul-

ing by the FCC. The FCC encourages mergerswhich
ultimately declarejust one gpplicant for the frequency.

This saves the FCC the extra work load of a
Compartive Points Process. Once amerger has been
completed, the applicant can expect to receive the CP
in gpproximately 90 days. Legd expenses are often
required by a merger to negotiate partnership.

C) BUY-OUT SETTLEMENT - Occa-
sondly, one competitor will buy out the competition
by offering to compensate the competitor if he will
withdraw his application for the frequency. Thisis a
perfectly acceptable method of reducing the number
of gpplicantsin the eyes of the FCC, becauseit again
reduces the work load, and speeds up the time the
station can be put on the air to serve the public good.
Once a settlement has been reached and only
one gpplicant remains, then the CP can beawardedin
about 90 days.

NOTE: Over the past severd years, Sterling Com-
munications has ass sted scores of individuals and or-
ganizationsto enter theworld of broadcasting through
gation ownership. Our experience has helped us to
properly advise our clients when it was to their ad-
vantageto pursue one of the three methods mentioned
for securing a Congtruction Permit. Once dl Applica-
tions have been Accepted For Filing, Sterling can as-
g4 our Clients in determining which direction they
should choose in pursuing a frequency to keep the
cost of legd expensesat aminimum by doing a"Points
Anayligs'. This Points Andyss will involve perform-
ing afrequency contour check, a Ste check, a popu-
lation study, and a sudy of the entity with which we
are competing by verifying their loca resdence da
tus, other broadcast interest, and severd other crite-
ria upon which the FCC will judge an applicant on a
Comparative Basis. Sterling Communications will
charge a fee of $1,050.00 per competing applicant
on which we do a Points Andlyss.



After proper review of dl the gpplicants vying for a particular frequency, some of our clients choose to with-
draw their gpplication in exchange for compensation from the other gpplicants, and recelve an amount over
and above their expensesin gpplying for the frequency. At our suggestion, other clients choose to contend for
the frequency and win it under the "Comparative Point Process.” Each application requires a different course
of action, and Sterling is experienced enough to assst you in making the best and most economical choice.

Our track record of successful applicants since 1979 spesksfor itself. Availableisalist of references of

some of our successful applicants. We hope you will contact them to learn how we have helped them get into
broadcasting.

219 Dodd, Ringgold, Georgia 30736
(706) 965-2355
www.chrigtianradio.com/sterling
e-mail: Sterling@cait.com





